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News of Timur as reported by Ibn Khaldun
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Research Abstract:
In 1401 CE, during the siege of Damascus, the historian Ibn Khaldun met the conqueror Timur (Tamerlane) at
the latter’s personal request, as Timur sought to engage him in discussion. Timur treated Ibn Khaldun with
exceptional respect, receiving him warmly, seating him at his side, and honoring him throughout his stay in the
camp. Due to this relationship, Ibn Khaldun was spared from death or captivity, leaving Damascus safely for
Cairo after the events concluded.During their meeting, Ibn Khaldun described Timur as “a great and mighty
king, fond of debate and argumentation regarding what he knew and what he did not know.” Their extensive
discussions lasted 35 days, covering topics such as the history of the Maghreb, the Abbasid Caliphate, and past
heroes. Timur attempted to recruit Ibn Khaldun to his court, but Ibn Khaldun declined.Despite Ibn Khaldun’s
efforts, he could not save Damascus from Timur, as Timur had already decided its fate before the meeting. After
negotiations, Timur lifted the siege and ordered his army to storm the city, resulting in a horrific massacre and

the burning of the Umayyad Mosque. The negotiations failed to prevent the sack of Damascus, as promises did
not shield the city from destruction. Consequently, some historians have accused Ibn Khaldun of naivety or

complicity.
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