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Abstract:

The present study aimed to investigate the effect of the Directed Thinking Strategy on expressive performance
among first-grade intermediate school students. A quasi-experimental design with experimental and control
groups and a post-test was employed. The sample consisted of 72 students from Ashur Boys Intermediate
School, affiliated with the General Directorate of Education in Baghdad / Al-Rusafa First. Students were
randomly assigned to two groups: Class B (36) as the experimental group taught via the Directed Thinking
Strategy, and Class D (36) as the control group taught using the traditional method.Statistical equivalence
between the two groups was established in chronological age, parents’ educational level, prior Arabic language
grades, and language ability test scores. Extraneous variables were also controlled. A post-test in expressive
performance was administered to both groups. Data were analyzed using the independent samples t-test and
chi-square.The results revealed a statistically significant difference at the 0.05 level in favor of the experimental
group, indicating that the Directed Thinking Strategy was more effective in enhancing students’ expressive
performance than the traditional method. Accordingly, the study recommends conducting similar research on
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preparatory school students to further validate the strategy’s effectiveness.Keywords: Directed Thinking
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