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Abstract :
This research explores fictional characters and anthropomorphized beings in A Thousand and One Tales for
Children by the Iraqi writer Dr. Shafiq Mahdi, through a study of their patterns and meanings in constructing
children’s narrative texts. The study divides the characters into two main types: folkloric traditional figures and
anthropomorphized creatures, highlighting the role of imagination in shaping and directing them in ways that
suit the child’s world and needs. The author re-employed famous traditional figures such as Sindbad, Aladdin,
and Ali Baba in a new manner that differs from their conventional presence in old tales, reimagining them with
a contemporary vision that carries educational and pedagogical dimensions aligned with the young reader’s
awareness. As for the anthropomorphized creatures, the author endowed them with human traits—such as
speech, thought, and emotion—so they could perform multiple educational and aesthetic roles that engage the
child. Imagination in children’s stories thus functions as a tool that contributes to the child’s educational,
instructional, and cognitive development, while also fostering their imaginative and creative abilities.
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