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Abstract:
This research examines the basis of criminal liability for traffic accidents, as one of the issues that raises both
practical and legal difficulties in determining the person to whom the criminal result may be attributed. A traffic
accident is not always based solely on the driver’s fault; rather, its occurrence may involve the fault of a
passenger or pedestrian, or a defect in the road or in the means of traffic regulation. This makes it necessary to
examine the scope and foundation of liability in order to identify the actual cause of the accident.The research
focuses on clarifying the position of Iraqi and Jordanian legislation regarding liability arising from traffic
accidents, particularly in unintentional offences that result in death, bodily injury, or damage to property. It also
addresses the legal interest that the legislator seeks to protect through the provisions of the Traffic Law and
Road Traffic Law.The research concludes that criminal liability in traffic accidents should not be based on an
absolute presumption of the driver’s responsibility. Rather, it must be founded on fault, causation, and the extent
to which each party contributed to the occurrence of the accident, in a manner that ensures criminal justice
while, at the same time, preserving the safety of road users.Keywords: Criminal liability, traffic accidents,
fault, driver, pedestrians, road, Traffic Law, protected legal interest. M
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