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Book Review: The Rhetoric of Persuasive Discourse
By Dr. Muhammad Al-Omari: A Theoretical and Applied Introduction to the Study
of Arabic Rhetoric
Dr. Ayad Abdullah Ali
College of Arts / Department of Arabic Language / Al-Mustansiriya University
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Abstract

Persuasive discourse is one of the most prominent fields of study in modern rhetoric. Dr. Muhammad Al-Amri
established a modern vision for this field by rereading the Arabic rhetorical heritage in light of contemporary
methodologies. He discussed a range of issues in rhetoric and argumentation, most importantly the concept of
persuasive discourse and its foundations, namely argumentation as the axis of persuasion, the mechanisms of
argumentation and persuasion, and the renewal of Arabic rhetoric.

The methodology is based on a set of points, including employing Arabic rhetoric within a modern, contemporary
context and utilizing argumentation as a central axis concerned with analyzing discourse and studying the relationship
between the speaker and the audience. It also emphasizes rhetorical arguments and proofs, categorizing rhetorical
situations into religious, political, and social. Furthermore, it argues that stylistic embellishment depends on the
context, the subject matter, the audience, and the type of discourse. The book addresses two aspects of style:
semantic and phonetic. It also discusses the structure of speech, the components of a sermon, and how to master it.
In conclusion, the author affirms that renewal does not mean severing ties with tradition, but rather re-employing it
in a way that suits the demands of the times. Thus, the book emerges as a link between the past and the present.
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