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Abstract
This study examines the employment of myth in the novel “Inanna and the Grave Robber” by the Iraqi novelist
Salem Bakhshi al-Mandalawi, published by Dar Difaf in Baghdad. It proceeds on two integrated levels: a
theoretical level that grounds the concept of myth, its functions and archetypes, and the manner of its evocation
in modern Arabic and Iraqi narrative; and an applied level that traces the manifestations of Mesopotamian myth
in the novel through two major axes: the myth of the goddess Inanna and her descent into the underworld as a
structure of death and rebirth, and the binary of Inanna and the Grave Robber as a struggle between life, death,
and salvation. The study hypothesizes that myth in this work is not a heritage ornament or a static evocation of
tradition, but an active symbolic structure through which the novelist reinterprets the contemporary Iraqi reality,
burdened with the dualities of death and life, ruin and salvation. Drawing on the myth theories of Frye and
Campbell and on the Mesopotamian mythological scholarship of Taha Baqir and Firas al-Sawah, and investing

the cultural and religious frame of reference in interpreting the meanings of death and resurrection, the study
concludes that al-Mandalawi reproduces the myth of Inanna within a modern narrative structure, making of her
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a mirror of an Iraq that refuses to die, and a symbol of the will to life in the face of the forces of annihilation.
Keywords: Myth, Inanna, Mesopotamian myth, death and rebirth, the Iraqi novel, Salem Bakhshi al-
Mandalawi.
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