Al-Itqan Journal of Humanities (Vol. 2 No. 1) 30 - September (2026)
i} el Al-Itqan Journal of Humanities

alel) d oy SY) cdla al) . .
o available online at

—~7-= https://iasj.rdd.edu.ig/journals/journal/view/575
IRRGI ISSN: 3105-1073 (Online)

Academic Scientific Journals

2026/4/27  (46404-1410) iul pil) sl 5,139 ibiS et dentuditd] il ally Btuii 4dad

12,5191 lund Akl § Uoriutnid 0 § ol GililSo Y uilSY Judn
3G 3356 AN s SR 0.4
SIlagl 14553 35 0 DSt el

Spatial analysis of tourism potential and obstacles to its
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Abstract
Southern Iraq, particularly Maysan Governorate and its marshes (which are listed as a World Heritage Site), is
witnessing growing interest in exploring ways to develop and invest in its tourism potential. This study aims to
provide a comprehensive spatial analysis of the region's natural and human tourism resources, identifying obstacles
and limitations to its development. The research employs two methodologies: descriptive and analytical. It identifies
and analyzes the most prominent geographical features contributing to tourism in the study area, as well as the
obstacles it faces, in order to arrive at solutions and proposals that contribute to the development of this sector. The
research is divided into three sections, followed by conclusions, recommendations, and footnotes.The study
concludes with these findings. The study arrives at several conclusions, most notably the existence of a spatial gap
and contradiction between the province's diverse tourism potential and its current state of underdevelopment.
Climate change and water policies are among the biggest obstacles, as they lead to fluctuating water levels in the
marshes. The study recommends activating joint efforts between the public and private sectors to develop a
comprehensive strategic development plan that addresses the region's needs for services and ensures water
allocations to preserve tourism in Maysan, particularly in the marshlands.
Keywords: Spatial analysis, tourism potential, Maysan province, tourism development, marshes
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