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Abstract

This study examines modern democracy and the relationship between central authority and local governments as
one of the significant topics in the field of political science and public administration, due to its essential role in
enhancing political participation and achieving local development. The study aims to clarify the concept of modern
democracy, analyze the nature of the relationship between central authority and local governments, and explain
the impact of administrative and political decentralization on improving public administration efficiency and
strengthening citizens’ participation in decision-making.The study relies on the descriptive-analytical approach by
addressing the theoretical foundations of modern democracy and explaining the development and importance of
local governments within contemporary political systems, with a focus on the distribution of powers between the
central authority and local units. The study also discusses the main challenges facing local governments, including
limited financial resources, overlapping authorities, weak administrative coordination, and their impact on public
services and local development.The study concludes that the success of modern democracy depends on achieving
an effective balance between central authority and local governments through adopting administrative and political
decentralization in a manner that preserves state unity while promoting local development. The study also confirms
that local governments represent one of the fundamental tools for consolidating democracy and enhancing
transparency, accountability, and public participation.
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