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Introduction
The issue of the vision of God in the Hereafter is considered one of the most prominent theological
questions that has generated wide disagreement among schools of Qur’anic exegesis. This is due to its close
connection with the study of the divine attributes and the related approaches of interpretation, affirmation, and
transcendence.This issue has also represented a precise field for revealing the methodological approaches of
Qur’anic exegetes in dealing with the apparent meanings of scriptural texts, the limits of human reason in
understanding matters of the unseen, and the degree to which exegetes adhere to theological principles that
structure their interpretive methodologies.Among the most prominent scholars who addressed this issue
through interpretation and analysis are Al-Zamakhshari (d. 538 AH), the author of Al-Kashshaf. His
interpretation is based on clear Mu‘tazilite foundations, through which he denied the possibility of the vision
of God. In doing so, he employed linguistic and rhetorical indications to direct the Qur’anic verses toward an
interpretation consistent with the principle of rational transcendence.In contrast, Ibn Kathir (d. 774 AH), in his

well-known commentary on the Qur’an, affirms the vision of God according to the methodology of the early
Muslim scholars (al-salaf). He supports this view by relying on Qur’anic texts, Prophetic traditions, and the
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theological consensus transmitted from the early generations of Muslims.The importance of this study lies in
presenting a methodological comparative analysis between these two interpretive models in order to clarify
the theological background that influences Qur’anic interpretation. It also seeks to reveal the issues raised
within both approaches, whether related to evidence, argumentation, or methods of inference.Furthermore, the
study aims to identify the points of agreement and disagreement between the two scholars and to understand
the interaction between the sciences of theology and Qur’anic exegesis. This research aspires to provide a
precise analytical perspective that clarifies how the theological problem of the vision of God has been
formulated and debated, while highlighting the influence of theological and exegetical methodologies in
shaping positions regarding the vision of God in the Hereafter. Such an approach contributes to a conscious,
balanced, and methodical reading of the Qur’anic text and the ways it has been interpreted throughout
history.The research consists of an introduction, three sections, and a conclusion: Section One: The definition
of the vision (ru’yah) and its occurrences in the Qur’an.Section Two: The issue of scholarly disagreement
regarding the vision of God.Section Three: The vision of God between Al-Zamakhshari and Ibn Kathir — a
methodological presentation. Keywords: Vision, Transcendence, Perception.
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